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KUTCHH - A CRUMBLING LANDSCAPE ? - by Divya Ramesh & Sartaj Ghuman

Welcome to our very own Yellowstone
National Park," said Divya, as we came to a
stop at the top of a small hill overlooking the
bonedry river bed. The last village we passed,
amazingly enough, had a bus service. Amazing
because the road was threatening to cave in
at some patches towards the end; in some
places it already had and we had driven in little
semi-circles around the craters. It didn't seem
so unusual in this strange land.

Standing on higher ground, we had seen
the distant horizon turning blue as the colour
of the sky leached into them, had seen the sun
set at one end of the mighty blue hemisphere
even as the perfectly round ("l haven't seen
anything so round;' Sahas had said) moon rose
at the other end, and then seen the lights of
distant villages merge with the twinkling stars.
It was we who were left feeling incongruous;
outsiders encroaching upon an endless area
that had no place for us, as the Rabaris in their
billowing whites walked their herds confidently
past us. This is a place where one is dwarfed
by the immensity of space and the vastness
of time.

Craters by the roadside, with the crust
lying broken in large chunks, therefore, did not
seem so out of place. But it is only in the river
bed that the top-layer is completely gone,
leaving the yellow core below exposed. And
this is where one could find fossils. The place
had once been under the sea and as the waters
gradually receded over the years, it left the land
decorated with the ornate evidence of its rich
history. Everywhere, beneath every step you
take, in every rock you touch, wherever you
look, there are shells encrusted in the rocks.
There are fine porous patterns and beautiful
stars most delicately chiselled, fine lines and
scales, weird shapes from a time long past.

The ugly side of beauty

But there's more - or less - to the fossils
than just their otherworldly beauty: their
composition. They are made of calcium

carbonate, orlime. Andintoday's world, lime
means money; and cheaper lime means lots
of money. The river bed is regularly mined for
lime to feed the rapidly-growing cement
industry in the area. In an act of mindless
sacrilege, rocks full of fossils are being ground
up into building material so that someone can
make cement to hold together bricks, and a
profit. The mining isn’t restricted to the river-
bed and thereabouts alone. The Kutchh
landscape has rich deposits of lime almost
everywhere and therefore the entire area is
susceptible to mining.

The very same landscape is also home to
the spiny-tailed lizard and the Great Indian
Bustard These Schedule species are just two
of the highly-adapted animals that live in this
unique region. The desert-scrub-grassland
ecosystem is also home to species like the
Indian Courser that are habitat specialists.
Generations of all life forms here have
experienced unpredictable natural disasters like
droughts, floods and earthquakes and
recovered from them all. This volatility warrants
the adaptability of life and the return to “normality’
as soon as possible. However, activities
causing drastic changes almost overnight are
likely to adversely affect this resilience that has
evolved over many decades.

Mounting evidence reveals the frightening
pace with which man is changing nature, and
this change is extremely difficult to cope with,
even for humans! And nowhere is it more
evident than here in Kutchh. How rapid the
changes are is best demonstrated by our
observations of some burrows of the Indian
desert Jird. Jirds are small burrowing
mammals that live in colonies of about 5-15
animals. Divya had found some burrows during
her reconnaissance, which she had intended
to observe. When she returned two months
later, the place where the burrows had been
was a field, ploughed and furrowed! And the
jirds were nowhere to be seen.
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Desert zone to drought prone

The spiny-tailed lizard is a 20-30 cm. long
herbivore found hardly anywhere else in India.
We saw none for the first two days of our stay
and then on the third day, as we were going
through a particular patch that had small
thickets and tufts of grass on largely bare
ground, we could see them duck into their
burrows left, right and centre as we went past.
Sandas, as they are locally called, were out
basking in the morning sun. They rarely stray
far from their burrows, diving in at the first signs
of danger. Evidently, they are locally abundant
in favourable patches, which seem to be
becoming harder and harder to come by. These
animals are chased by their tails, quite literally,
since their tails are thought to have aphrodisiac
properties. Jirds and sandas make up the
major prey base for foxes. Unfortunately, foxes
too, like their prey, use burrows in a landscape
that is fast running out of space for them. What
good is a fox, after all? And we're not even
talking of hyenas yet. The land, it is thought,
can be put to "better' use.'

Even as the government smartly and
subtly changes the category from "desert zone
to "drought prone, making the entire region
available for irrigation, the landscape is already
drowning. The mosaic of grassland, scrubland,
gentle hillocks and flat plains is rapidly
transforming into a checkerboard of agricultural
fields. Gaining popularity over the last 30 years,
agriculture is not a traditional mode of livelihood
for most communities in the region and good
monsoons for the last five years straight have
only encouraged this new occupation.

There are several small dams coming up
in the area which have been a boon for
agriculture. These have enabled more of the
‘waste land to be brought under the plough,
and ploughs that are not just local. The
agriculture prospects, especially of growing Bt
cotton, have attracted a lot of farmers from
other states such as Punjab. However
wonderful this might seem for the welfare and

greater good of the local people, this is in reality
riddled with problems. Sleepless nights, stray
dogs, traps and snares for ‘pests' like nilgai
and wild pig come with the agriculture package,
and like in other places, non-target animals
such as foxes and hyenas get caught, injured
and sometimes even die. Bore wells are being
dug faster and deeper. God forbid, if the next
two years are drought years. Agriculture will
most definitely take a beating, lands will be left
fallow, and livestock will die by the hundreds.
We have to realise that it is not waste land
waiting to be made use of it is a very special
landscape, a fragile one that will not be able to
handle the pressures to which it is being
subjected. Mining and agriculture, however, are
not the only ones greedily devouring the habitat.
There is also a silent invasion going on, terrible
in its patient, ruthless steps.

The invasive threat

We stand atop another small rise,
surrounded by a vast grassland as far as the
eye can see. There are knee-high tufts of grass
interspersed by small thickets and dense
clumps no higher than the ankle. There are
big flocks of larks that fly like acrobats,
synchronised and smooth like shoals of fish,
and then disappear as they land on the dry
baked mud. Zitting Cisticolas fly through the
grass, tantalisingly close but always a few
steps ahead. This is what the whole place
used to be like, Divya says, and it's hard not to
feel a little sad. All we've seen on the drive up
to the place and in the days before is a
landscape overrun by mesquite. We scan the
horizon for the Great Indian Bustard. We're
looking for the waisthigh white neck of the male.
This magnificent bird has an amazing display
of ruffled feathers with the head thrown back,
accompanied by a booming call to attract the
female. No points for guessing that it is found
only in grassland habitats (see page 68). There
is a lone, wiry, mesquite tree right next to where
we stand. A sign of things to come, and it
doesn't augur well for the place.
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Prosopis juliflora is a small tree whose
story is now almost a legend amongst the
wildlife community; it was introduced to check
desertification and went berserk. Like any good
invasive, it is dispersed by a large number of
animals, in this case all ungulates. As we drive
away from the plot, the plant begins to dot the
landscape, slowly increasing in density, until
the path actually goes through what could very
well be a stunted plantation of mesquite.
Everywhere there are signs of the inexorable
rise, the relentless encroachment. We stop to
see the sunset and between us and the lights
of the nearest village a sea of green swells,
and we can almost see it steadily eating away
at the grassland.

A human saviour?

It was on the evening of the second day
that we first came across a Rabari, dressed
in dirty white with a large white turban and a
large white moustache. He stood arms
akimbo, turning back to look at us, his herd of
sheep about him, his clothes fluttering in the
breeze, slightly annoyed at our intrusion.
Rabaris are wandering nhomads who have
traditionally moved with their camel or goat and
sheep herds grazing the land. It is a lifestyle
that we as outsiders find alluring and enviable,
but certainly they have their share of problems.
They depend on the land after all, and local
grazing lands or gauchar bhoomis, are also
fast diminishing and disappearing.

The Rabaris might be the only hope for
the landscape, Divya muses later as we try
and see a few constellations in the cool night.
There's Bootes, the herder, eternally
changeless, looking down at us and a
landscape that's changing too fast. The
Rabaris are an ethnic group and their survival
depends on the grasslands. They need the
land fallow and free, year after year, to come
back to. Maybe the idea of saving a way of life,
a culture, will have more takers. If one could
only save the land for the Rabaris, it will be
saved for the rest of the ark as well.
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General Knowledge & fun for teenagers.

Mrs. Neelam Dalesh Momaya (Chalisgaon)

M/s. Damji Bhimji Co., Station Road,
Chalisgaon- MH. 424101.

INTERESTING ANECDOTES

Swami Ramakrishna was acting as a priest
in the shrine of mother Kali in Kalighat on the bank
of river Hoogly in Kolkata. Swami realized the
supreme as 'mother' , the creator of the whole
creation.' All are her children', he thought. 'she
looks after them , feeds them preserves them
and inspires them to do great tasks. We are all
her offsprings. She will ever be kind to us and
rescue us from all troubles and trials.'

Ramakrishna used to get up at the

crack of dawn and after a sacred bath in the
river, enter the temple for prayers and worship.
He talked to the idol as if it were a living
personage. It was not a devotee's entreaty. It
was not even a prayer for prosperity or fame: It
was a conversation of a child- with his mother.
He smiled expressed his annoyance or disgust
. Often he shed tears of remorse or neglect or
deep distress. This was all because in his eyes
, mother Kali had a real presence, not her
replica. He concentrated on his mother's idol
with such intensity that it became , in his eyes
, an animate, living figure capable of conversing,
laughing guiding and benediction. People
thought him to be insane, off his mental poise
but Ramakrishna knew that the goddess was
there, in flesh and blood, who responded to her
child's pranks, jokes protests , everything

One day they spotted the young priest
sitting near the mother's idol with a plateful of
rice and curry and requesting with folded
hands,' Ma, | tell you , today | will not eat until
you eat first.' They saw the spectacle and were
amused. He persisted in his strange conduct .
After some time , he stood up, with his face
soaked in tears. ' all right then, | shall return in
10 minutes. If you do not clear this plate, till
then , | shall plunge into the river and drown
myself hungry and famished." He closed the
door and went out.

After some time, the crowd of people
reappeared to see the outcome. They opened
the door. The plate of grain before mother Kali
was empty without a single grain on it.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

The mind in its own place can make a
heaven of hell and Hell of Heaven Milton

We think our fathers are fools, so wise
we grow; our wiser sons will no doubt, think
about us so . ...Pope

All the beautiful sentiments in the world
weigh less than a single lovely action.

...James Rusell Lowell

Proverbs are lamps to life The loveliest
faces are to be seen by moonlight when one
sees half with the eye and half with the fancy.

...Persian proverb

Two things indicate weakness- to be silent
when it is proper to speak, and to speak when
it is proper to be silent. You are the cause of
everything that happens to you.

Amazing facts... about ants

1) Different tropical tree ants use ten
different pheromones, combining them with

different movements to send 50 different
types of messages.

2) Ants known as slave- makers raid the
nests of other ants and steal their young ones
to raise as slaves.

3) Astonishingly even the tiniest of ants can
carry loads that are so many times more than
its own weight, that is the equivalent to a human
being lifting an elephant.

Dr Wilson was the first to discover that
ants use pheromones for communication. Dr.

Wilson first built a home for ants made of
glass so that he could observe their behaviour.

He then placed a dead fly some distance
away from the nest. The first ant that discovered
it, found that it could not pull the fly alone to its
nest. So it rubbed its abdomen on the ground,
and made its way back to the nest.

Soon other ants streamed out of the nest
and followed the same path that the first ant
had taken to reach the fly.

This made Dr Wilson conclude two things.
Firstly that the first ant had laid a chemical trail
for the others to follow, and secondly the
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chemical was produced in the ants abdomen.
This chemical was pheromone, and ants use
it to communicate with each other.
Think about it

Watch your thoughts, they become words;
Watch your words they become actions
Watch your actions, they become your habits;
Watch your habits , they become your
character; Watch your character, it becomes
your destiny.
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Village : Sandhav (Kutch)
' AMENITIES

® Fully Earthquake proof frame structure construction.
¢ Geyser in Bathroom.

® POP Border in Living room.

[ ]

L]
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1

Black Granite Platform in kitchen.
3 24hrs. Water facility with underground & overhead water tank.
g ~ * Allfour sides of Building covered with attractive boundary wall
*~ o Attractive Lock & Key Entrance gate.

& - Building Ground Covered with Paver Blocks.

o [Drainage line developed with Septic tank.

* Well plantation in side Building.

e Full wall files in the bathroom.

o Lintel level tiles in kitchen.

| Vitrifies 2¢2 tiles in fiooring.

e TV Cable point, Telephone point in living room.

o . L
]
N RT g
; ';u.'. X 2
B e
r" e
N, 5] =

ey

I
[ L

e

ﬁigtﬂiﬂ&ﬂlﬂlﬂi &R Aviddl yael ds....

el o gl Ty o | o o 50l ek Ril3-ilua
- e wil2, sudle adea
oo s | sefluR il Haadl

476.00 SFT
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FLAT
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629,00 SFI1

BUILT UP AREA {E%Ll'tg G}fa‘i, "l,él G‘S"{l

719.00 SFT

Supes Ui wi ORl...

F75.00 SFT

OCCH RO g s DD RO

BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS :

Samta Infracon Pvt. Ltd.

CONTACT FOR BOOKING :
Pradeepbhai A. Khona Jesal C. Jain

Mob.: +91-9925244909 Mob.: +91-9925244908
+91-9925666688




C. D. O. Prakash Samiksha R.N.l. No.MAHGUJ/1998/04640
Postal Regd. No.MH/MR/East/53/2012-14
Posting : Monday / Tuesday Posted at Mumbai Patrika Channel Sorting Office, Mumbai-400 001.

aidl sl otetd, Wil 2y wwyy

5 %rl.l»"L uagw-t-il. oMl arodtis-dl suiL Sasdl... g ¥l
A° 77 Gru Giotell sl Aol AA okl rardlsel... Mg

al®

.ﬂ{’

. g
L
ﬂ,o

o

e

BRAL. Reqdlolet [dasie el s (edla-AuyR)-l ue
Al [aseie Joreil sintuidl oo sy=ifen-dl qeus...
3l [asous dy-tie SAAWAL 23EL i Autorall-l SIRLoUE A B,

Wwel-fudr : 24, 2Ll obouend JorRell Grad sl (della-uayRr)
Waieus : 2, wesall el svad s (elu-uyR)

et : L2l Gudle Bl fraell A (AYR) o wall. yusl- tads forral Ml (-wumous)
oiRell : 324, dirtoled Adlais wotst YRR (Aelli-veust) o 2Rl deEusid Haw wne wadu wRUR (euds)

a3 anlloin ndeua a4 dadu wWRaR (uas-eiug) o 0. usl dus dlidus wn kR (A-iks)
WA 39, lloud avenell A0 wRaur (-l d-vayr)
dsdal @ Al sau-N anlls diau WRR (RE-eierR)ex Al don-adwis S it WRAR (1as-Higy)

ARl Aelu-dlus viluw dlaa whar (Aa-ad0ud) o il dolla-slln pudlie dlas Wi (sas-usls)

leall @ 22l Asiolleg drdeud i3 (Rilu-sasng)
ot el ella-slla Rdw e (dedu-oldr) o G slalla-fda s (elu-aayR)

R wielld-gaale sdouan (tela-vivoud) o B, vjaiey Baals v (dlu-vumoun)
Al ¢ [ ldlRella-caiv o Aol : R Aludl<ilea-s-llon-dau dlsu o R opilal &8 (Masiy)
walel ;e A2l i (cladr)

To,

fundelivered, pleasa returnto :

C.D.O. PRAKASH SAMIKSHA, C/o. Shri. R.R. Nagda, 28/41 Tamarind Lane,
Rajabahadur Compound, Near Stock Exchange Bidg., Fort, Mumbai - 400 0D1.
Printed & Published by JAYANT V. CHHEDA on behalf of C.D.0. PRAKASH
SAMIKSHA SAMITI and Printed at SUMANGAL ARTECH, Plot No.G-8, Cross
Road, 'A' M.I.D.C. Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400 093 and Published from 115,
Tirupati Industrial Estate, Subhash Nagar, Village Road, Bhandup (Waest),

Mumbai-400 078. Editor : Ralchand R. Naﬁ




